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It is a splendid adjunct to the vocational study of anatomy, physiology, biochemistry and psychology, which inevitably must continue, if signs and symptoms are to be diagnosed, assessed and treated. It should be in every medical library, including those in hospitals.
RUTH E M BOWDEN
Principles ofPathology and Bacteriology by R A Willis DSC MD FRCP FRCS FRACP FRCPath HOI1LLD and A T Willis Dsc MD MRACP PhD MRcPath MCPA 3rd ed pp xiv+722 illustrated £9.50 London: Butterworths 1972 This edition provides an admirable introduction to pathology and is to some extent unique in that, although the main theme is concerned with general pathology, examples in systemic pathology are used to illustrate general principles. In this approach lies both the strength and the weakness of the book: strength in that the application of general pathological principles to specific clinical disease situations is described from the outset; weakness in that the space given to certain conditions is so small that the discussion is very superficial and sometimes out of date (this being particularly true of the sections on emphysema and on glomerulonephritis). Many chapters are very good, and those on tumour pathology are outstanding. The joint authorship has added great strength to the section on microbiology and the whole book is delightfully written and easy to read. The appendices dealing with 'names', notes on great pathologists, techniques of observing, recording and reading, and with bacteriological methods are interesting and informative. The book should be read by clinical students, trainee pathologists and teachers alike, for all will find something of value to stimulate their interest.
MICHAEL S DUNNILL
Orthoptedics in Infancy and Childhood by G C Lloyd-Roberts Mchir FRCS pp x+337 illustrated £6.75 London:Butterworths 1971 The contents of this book are arranged in short chapters making it easy for the reader to find the subject in which he is interested. He is also assisted by the list of references at the end of each chapter. The first chapter, which is devoted to the child as a patient, contains the words of wisdom expected from an experienced author. In particular, the postoperative use of plaster of paris to relieve pain and hasten the young patient's return home is stressed.
A perusal of the chapters which follow cannot but impress the reader with the vast amount of information presented with commendable brevity. The section on the central nervous system gives an excellent account of the many differing disorders, and their management is described with great clarity. Inevitably, the reviewer will occasionally find cause for disagreement. In the treatment of acute osteomyelitis many orthopedic surgeons would disapprove of early mnetaphyseal drilling.
Backache does occur in children, and when it is obscure an uncommon cause is fracture of the neural arch of the fifth lumbar vertebra. In the foot hammertoe, hallux valgus, and hallux rigidus are common in the young, and it is often wise to delay surgical treatment until adult life.
But these small criticisms in no way detract from the excellence and clarity of this book, which should be of great value to orthopmedic registrars in training, peediatricians and orthopedic surgeons. It is based on the experience of the author at the Hospital for Sick Children during the past fifteen years, from which manyand not only the patientswill have derived great benefit. He is to be congratulated on another valuable contribution to the surgery of the young. Churchil Livingstone These two volumes continue the pattern of their predecessors, combining case reports of rare syndromes with reviews of syndrome groups. Part X includes reviews of genetic forms of pituitary dwarfism, genetic variants of thyroxinebinding globulin, familial tumour endocrinopathies, rickets and osteomalacia and several contributions on abnormalities of sex differentiation. Part XII includes reviews of albinism, congenital hair defects, and epidermolysis bullosa.
They are, however, sources of information rather than comprehensive reference books. For example, Part XII gave me little help with a case of ectodermal dysplasia which arrived the same day. Nevertheless, they are valuable additions to the increasing number of books which can help the clinician track down unusual syndromes.
The quality of production improves steadily. The plentiful illustrations, including electron
